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TAG News

The Cargo Tank
and HM TAG held a
joint session in Las
Vegas ,  NV the
week of March 6,
2000.    Among the
topics discussed were the National
HM Program, the HM PIP software,
the upcoming Shipper Check project,
the 1997 Commodity Flow Survey and
other sources of HM data.  The Cargo
Tank TAG also had a special guest,
Bob Chipkevitch, Director of the NTSB
Office of Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety.  Bob provided the
attendees information about NTSB’s
investigative procedures and support
needs from FMCSA duing HM incident
investigations.  Among the products
coming out of the TAG meeting were:

C Discussion and resolution of many
t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e s  ( s e e
interpretations on next page);

C RSPA interpretations formatted as
Q&A’s for inclusion into MCREGIS;

C A list of HM violations which
warrant placing a vehicle out -of-
service for violations of 396.7;

C New CAPRI violation cites for new
c a r g o  t a n k   r e g u l a t i o n s
promulgated under RSPA Docket
HM-225A;

C Review and editing of the bi- lingual
cargo tank training information;

C An update to the HM ETA Package;

C A draft policy for addressing
v io la t ions  o f  the  HMR by
government agencies; and 

C Plans for the upcoming Cargo
Tank Check (June 2000).

A Success Story

On April 7, 2000, Carl Bradley
Johansson, President of Atlas Bulk
Carriers, was sentenced to 15 months
in federal prison for his convictions
related to the death of a welder and to
conspiracy to use drivers in excess of
the hours of service requirements and
making false statements.  The
convictions were the result of
Compliance Reviews conducted by
Gary Burley, Amy Hope, and Don Carr
of FMCSA.  Mr. Johansson had
required an unqualified welder to
repair an improperly purged cargo
tank.  During the repairs, vapors in the
tank ignited causing an explosion
which killed the welder.  Mr.
Johansson’s company also required
drivers to falsify logs to hide hours of
service violations.  On two occasions
these excess hours led to crashes
which involved major HM spills.

ONEDOT Investigation

Due to an HM incident aboard ship
where a DOT 51 portable tank leaked
propane after becoming loose from its
container, the Department began an
investigation on the compliance of
these tanks which transport propane
from Washington State to Alaska.  The
resulting investigation has uncovered
numerous serious violations by
shippers, carriers, and cargo tank
facilities in the Seattle/Tacoma area.
FMCSA joined with RSPA, FRA, and the
Coast Guard to conduct inspections of
these tanks and companies.  Due to
the Department’s actions the industry
has developed an inspection plan
which goes beyond the regulations to
ensure no non-compliant tanks are
shipped.  Special thanks to Janelle
Brewster for her excellent work as the
FMCSA lead on this issue.

What’s Hot!

New HM Program Plan - On July 11,
2000 the new HM Program Plan was
signed.  The plan, which covers FY
2000 and 2001, identifies four HM
Safety Strategies (Enforcement;
Partnerships & Education; Risk
Management; and Technology)
which will be implemented to
address the Department’s goal of
reducing serious HM incidents.  A
Copy of the Plan will be posted on
the FMCSA HM Safety Web page.  

FMCSA Award - Julie Anna Cirillo
was presented with an award on
behalf of the FMCSA during the
National Tank Truck Carriers (NTTC)
Annual Conference.  The award was
in appreciation for FMCSA’s work
with NTTC to present training on
cargo tank regulations to over 1,000
industry personnel.

New HM ETA Package - A newly
updated version of the “How to
Comply With the Federal Hazardous
Materials Regulations” HM ETA
package has been posted to the HM
Safety page of the FMCSA Website at
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/safetyprogs/hm.  

HM Reports  -  H M  R e p o r t s
containing information such as
RSPA Registration and HM Incident
data for shippers are available to
FMCSA staff from the Midwestern
Service Center’s Information and
Analysis Intrantet Web Site at
http://safesum.fhwa.dot.gov.  

Shipper Check and Tank Check -
Both annual HM Strike Force
activities received good participation
from FMCSA and our partners.
Detailed reports on the projects and
their results will be coming later this
summer.  



Why Emphasize HM Safety?
Without the presence of HM, this is just

another rear-end collision settled by insurance
companies.
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Technical Issues 

Q1: Section 173.8 eliminates the use
of non-specification cargo tanks
authorized by State law after July
1, 2000 unless they are under
3,500 gallons and in petroleum
service.  Does this apply to
propane tanks and anhydrous
a m m o n i a  n u r s e  t a n k s
authorized by § 173.315?

A1: No.  Section 173.8 does not apply
to non-specificat ion cargo tanks
authorized by § 173.315.

Q2: Do the test requirements for
n e w  o r  r e p a i r e d  h o s e
assemblies in new § 180.416(f)
apply to flexible couplings in the
piping system?

A2: No.  Flexible couplings are part
of the piping system and not
considered a delivery hose
assembly.

 
Q3: Are mixtures of petroleum

products and water, commonly
referred to as petroleum contact
water (PCW) regulated by the
hazardous materials regulations?

A3: Yes.  These types of mixture
separate leaving the petroleum
product on top and producing
hazardous vapors.  If the flash
point of these vapors is less than
140 degrees Fahrenheit,  PCW
w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a
hazardous material.  

Q4: Are aluminum valves permitted
on nurse tanks transporting
anhydrous ammonia?

A4: Yes.  Aluminum valves are
permitted on nurse tanks
t r a n s p o r t i n g  a n h y d r o u s
ammonia  i f  they  a re  in
compliance with CGA Pahphlet
S1.2.  Aluminum valves are not
a l l o w e d  o n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n
packages used to transport
anhydrous ammonia.

New Regulations

On July 1, 2000 several new HM
r e g u l a t i o n s  b e c o m e  e f f e c t i v e
including:
C New HM Registration Requirements

in § 107.600-620;
C Testing of non-specification tanks

authorized by § 173.8; and
C Marking and Testing of

d e l i v e r y  h o s e s  i n
compressed gas service
required by § 180.416.

Engineering Support

An agreement has been signed
between FMCSA and FHWA
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  F H W A
engineering assistance for the
cargo tank program.  If you
need engineering support
during a cargo tank review,
please contact the HM Division.

Finally

W a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  H M
Transportation in your state?  See the
results of the 1997 Commodity Flow
Survey at www.bts.gov.

HM Resources
Have an HM Question?  Contact one
of the individuals listed below.

Headquarters Division
Bill Byrd (202)366-4111
Bill Quade (202)366-2172
Danny Shelton (202)366-0476
Richard Swedberg (303)969-5772 

Service Center Specialists
Bob Brown (415)744-2646
Joe Delorenzo (708)283-3572
Tim Phillips (404)562-3609
Danny Swift (410)962-3186

Cargo Tank TAG
Janelle Brewster (503)399-5775
Al Calkin (406)449-5304
Joe Evans (570)346-4949
Art Fleener (515)233-7410
Paul Henderson (225)757-7640
Dave LeMaster (334)223-7244
Ted Turner (614)280-6866
Bill Tyner (904)822-6325

HM TAG
Tony Cicero (503)399-5775
Michelle Fisher (616)365-0725
Pat Hebler (601)965-4219
Bruce Holmes (801)963-0096
Amy Hope (909)653-2299
Bob Molla (401)528-4578
Willie Moravec (605)371-3816
 James Simmons (843)824-8247

Division HM Specialists
Steve Hurst (817)978-3225
Tony Kryfka (804)775-3322
Lynn Tender (317)226-7474




